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NOTES  THE  EDUCATION  AIO)  .I^UGION  OF  LINCOLN 
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Text*      Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  god  with  all  they 

heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy 

strength,  and  with  all  thy  uind;  and  thy 

neighbor  as  thyself. 

^  Luke  10:27 

In  connection  with  ny  subject,  I  think  of  Lincoln's 
text,  for  it  is  interesting  to  study,  in  the  lives  of  great 
men  the  text  that  seeaa  to  fit  in  with  their  work  and 
character.  Gladstone  had  a  great  text  that  he  liked  better 
than  any  jthex.    So  Lincoln  had  a  text  which  he  quoted  at  var 
ijus  tines  when  people  asked  hin  what  his  religion  was. 

This  great  nan,  when  he  was  elected  to  Congress,  was 
accused  of  being  an  atheist,  even  an  infidel,  but  he  answer- 
dethe  charge  on  three  occasion*.    Once  it  was  to  the  clergy. 
Another  tine  it  was  to  an  artist,  who  later  spent  six  njnths 
in  the  Y/hite  House,  painting  his  picture.  Another  tine  it 
was  when  he  was  discussing  religion  with  a  carpenter,  and 
he  gave  hin  this  text  as  representing  the  foundation  of  his 
creed. 

There  were  soi;ie  who  thought  that  Lincoln  had  no  education 
because  he  did  not  go  to  school,  and  that  he  had  no  religion 
V  because  he  did  not  go  to  Church;  Possibly  that  is  as  far  down 

^  aS  many  ninds  go;  that  is  how  they  glibly  fom  their  ideas 

of  their  fellownen.  A  mn  does  not  have  to  go  to  Church  , 
necessarily,  in  order  to  have  religi&n,  and  he  does  not  have 
to  go  to  school  in  order  to  have  an  education,  althougii  these 
ar4  instrunents  and  great  opportunities.    VAiat  Lincoln  would 
have  been  had  he  gone  to  a  university  we  do  not  kgiow.  The 
crude  religion  of  the  pioneers  did  not  appeal  to  hio.  They 
were  too  bigoted  and  such  religion  as  their  kept  hin  out  of 
any  Churfih.    But  we  would  have  to  go  far  to  find  a  no re 
couplet ely  sincere  religious  mn  in  any  true  use  and  n«an- 
ing  of  that  word. 

Take  for  example  the  tine  v/hen  his  mother  lost  her  life, 
that  tall,  solenn  wonan  with  deep  set  eyes.     I  think  of  her 
as  standing  in  the  doorway  of  that  little  log  cabin.  \/hen 
she  passed  away  it  was  a  difficult  tine  for  the  fanily 
and  for  this  little  boy  nine  years  of  age.    Everything  seemed 
to  go  away  with  her,  she  who  was  wont  to  read  to  hin  the 
Bible  stories,  souetines  with  such  emphasis  that  later  that 
later  \^en  he  used  to  read  the  Bible,  he  used  to  say  that  he 
could  hear  her  voice  coning  back  to  hiu  through  the  lines. 

\7hen  Lincoln's  njther  died,  there  was  no  funeral  service 
arranged  and  the  boy  grieved    sorely.      Then  he  sat  down  and 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Pastor  of  the  church  in  Kentucky  where 
his  nother  used  to  live,  asking  hin  if  he  would  not  cone  and 
preach  a  sernon  over  his  mother.  It  was  a  long  way  from  th« 
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NOTES    little  coLiniunity  in  Kentucky  to  the  log  cabin  in  Illinois, 
but  the  preacher  packer  his  saddle  bacsv  putting  a  Bible  in 
one  aide  and  a  hynn  book  in  the  other,  and  sta,rted  out  to 
preach  a  semon  over  tUe  body  of  Uancy  Hanks,  the  journey 
taking  hiii  several  days 

It  is  that  simplicity  of  Lincoln's  religion  that  you 
uust  keep  in  uind,  and  you  will  renenber  how  he  used  to 
borrow  every  book  ho  could.     Once  he  tven  worked  at  husk- 
ing corn  for  a  V7h<i)le  week  to  earn  the  price  of  a  book  he 
T^anted,  which  was  not  worth  a  week's  wages.  He  fiad  the 
instinct  of  a  student.  God  can  give  no  boy  or  girl  a  finer 
gift  than  this  instinct  of  a  student.  It  protects  one  from 
all  sorts  of  tenptations  and  contaninat ions. 

Recently  I  read  the  autobiography  of  Gorky.  His  envirc 

nent  was  sordid,  -  distinctly  filthy,  but  he  said  it  was 

this  instinct  of  a  student  that  protecf ed  hin  f  ron  the 

pollution  of  his  environment. 

This  instinct  of  a  student  you  can  trace  all  through 
the  life  of  Lincoln.  V/"nen  he  moved  to  Illinois,  he  was  firs'* 
a  clerk  in  a  store.      Tiie  town  has  almost  disappeared  now 
except  for  a  cemetery,  but  there  Lincoln  was  a  studeni.  One 
day  he  fougid  in  an  ash  barrel  a  copy  of  Blackstone's  study 
of  the  law.      Tiiereaftor  he  read  it  so  intently  that  often 
customer  would  come  into  the  store  an,,  go  away  again  with- 
jur  disturbing  him.      Among  the  customers  who  used  to  come 
in  was  a  school  teacher,  an  old  southern  gentleman.  He 
particularly  noticed  thcLs  tall,  angular  awkward  young  man 
with  his  nose  alv/ays  in  a  book,  and  one  day  he  inviteifc 
him  to  come  to  his  house.    His  name  was  Graham.      He  had 
for  that  time  and  place  a  great  library,  such  as  Lincoln 
had  never  seen  before.  It  had  the  great  English  classics 
and  many  works  of  the  poets,  for  the  school  teacher  v/as 
very  fond  of  poetry.  T.iere  Lincoln  had  a  library  which  he 
could  use  OS  his  Avn  and  he  loved  it. 

It  is  customary  to  say  that  Lincoln  went  to  school 
only  six  weeks,  but  this  is  a  mistake,  for  he  really  went 
to  schoibl  all  his  life.      He  was  always  interested  in 
higher  mathematics,  and  even  after  his  days  in  Congress, 
it  was  not  ui^usual  for  him  to  to  work  far  into  the  night 
for  the  satisfacti.jn  of  solving  some  difficult  problem. 

Religion  was  a  matter  he  kept  much  to  himself.  But 
one  day  he  came  to  see  ilr.  Gra,ham  and  said,     "Do  you  think 
God  ever  gets  mad?"      Tne  schoolmaster  thought  for  a  moment 
about  this  ofld  question  and  then  replied,   "Well,  it  v;ould 
be  hard  to  think  of  God  getting  mad  and  losing  his  temper." 
Lincoln  looked  at  him  and  said,   "I  am  glad  to  hear  that,  for 
I  have  written  something  on  that  subject"  ,  and  he  produced 
four  or  five  pages  of  what  was  then  fOwlacap  paper.  Unfor- 
tunately that  essay  has  perished,  but  Graham  remembered  late 
what  it  was  about.  It  ms  an  argument  about  the  love  of  God. 
It  was  that  the  love  of  God  is  so  rich  and  so  deep,  it  rcach^ 
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NOTES    hicli  and  low,  and  at  last  brib  es  every  hurian  heart  into 
its  consecrati jn. 

In  the  case  of  Lincoln,  it  was  rclicion  and  student 
instinct  workinc  tocether.  But  what  is  religion,  any- 

way?     V/e  use  the  word  without  defining  it,  but  we  have  a 
pretty  good  idea  of  its  raeaning  if  we  join  together  defi- 
nite jna  by  Huxley  and  Hilton  regarding  education  and  re_ 
ligion,  to  the  effect  that  an  ij^dividual  should  be 
trained  to  have  an  earnest  desire  to  live  in  harmony  with 
laws,  that  he  uay  be  fitted  justly,  skilfully,  and  nagnani- 
uously  for  peace  or  for  war- 

Just  keep  in  iiind  those  words,  -  justly,  skillfully, 
nagnaninjusly .  That  is  what  we  nean  by  education,  and 
what  we  are  trying  to  achieve  through  it,  to  have  men  atnd 
woLien  to  know  its  forfies,  to  think  in  hamony  with  it,  to 
obey  reverently  its  laws,  that  they  nay  learn  to  live 
justly,  skillfully,  and  magnanimously.  Magnanimity  is  the 
crown  of  all  the  graces. 

Three  hundred  years  ago  there  was  a  yuung  man  in 
Scotland  Sho  graduated  from  the  University  of  Aberdeen 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  became  Professor  of  Philosophy 
in  that  same  university  a,t  the  age  of  twenty-one.  Alas, 
his  life  was  short.    He  di^fed  at  26,  but  he  left  us  a 
unique  little  book,  published  in  two  editions,  one  in 
America  and  the  other  abroad.  In  that  preface  to  that 
book  is  a  remarkable  definition  of  religion  which  is  the 
best  I  have  ever  discovered.      It  is,   "Religion  is  the  life 
of  God  in  the  soul  of  man..  The  author  tells  of  the 
different  ideas  of  religion  that  people  have.     Some  think 
it  is  a  series  of  ideas  that  people  should  believe.  Others 
think  it  has  its  centre  in  the  emotions.  Some  think  it  is 
right  thinking  and  others  think  it  is  right  actions.  But  all 
these  are  but  aspects  of  religion,  v/hich  is  "The  life  of  God 
in  the  soul  of  man." 

Now,   if  you  join  the  definition  of  religion  with  the 
definition  of  education,  you  will  find  it  is  a. fashioning 
of  our  affections  to  live  in  harmuny  with  all  forces,  livin^^ 
juaily,  skilfully  and  magnanimously,  and  religion  is  thee- 
fore  the  life  jf  God  in  the  souk  of  man 

There  are  many  people  today  v/ho  slay  that  they  cannot 
bring  themselves  to  believe  certain  things  that  the 
Churches  teach,  and  they  therefore  think  they    have  no 
religion,  but  consider  the  woras  of  Thomas  Carlyle,  . 
"The  religion  of  man  is  the  chief  fact  about  hiu."  He 
went  on  to  say  that  it  is  not  the  belief  that  a  man  pro- 
fesses, for  he  may  express  this  because  it  has  been  taught 
to  him  or  handed  dov/n  to  him,  and  nen  of  all  degrees  of 
woxldliness  profess  all  kinds  of  beliefs.      He  added  that 
the  religion  of  a  man  is  that  which  he  particularly  be- 
bieies  and  which  becomes  a  part  of  hio. . 

It  is  a  historical  uistak:e  to  say  that  Lincoln  had 
no  religion  but  that  he  deujnstrated  a  practical  belief. 
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H  0  T  E  S    When  his  sweetheart    .ietl^  he  v/as  crushec;  and  he  crur:pled 
up  in  despair,  becouin^^-  a  pnysical  wreck.  But  tv/j  dear 
friends  took  hiij  to  their  hjue  and  nursed  hin  back  to 
health  with  their  luvinc  kindness        Out  of  this  suffering 
caue  Lincoln'' s  faith  in  fatalisn,  w^iich  is  the  basis  of 
his  religion. 

There  are  nany  who  say  that  Lincoln  v/as  a  fatalist, 
but  he  was  a  uoral  fatalist.    He  believed  that  this  is  a 
i-ioral  v/orld;  that  justice  will  prevail  and  that  ncLody 
can  deny  it.      That  was  the  basis  of  a,ll  his  reliei^us  be- 
lief, and  you  will  acree  with  ne,  I  an  sure,  that  it  was 
a  great  cornerstone. 

In  the  early  days  of  his  life,  Lincoln  had  little  tine 
for  prayer.     Later  in  life,  during  those  dark  and  storny 
years  when  it  looked  as  if  the  country  w  ere  falling  to 
pieces,  and  the  weight  and  responsibility  of  the  whole  na- 
tion were  jn  his  heart,  there  v;as  a  deepening  of  the  life 
and  thought  of  Lincoln.  He  freed  hinsclf  of  the  school  of 
fatalisn  as  Thackaray  did,  by  prayer,  and  it  is  a  wonderful 
thing  to  study  the  use  Lincoln  uade  of  prayer.  He  said  he 
was  first  driven  to  his  knees  because  he  had  nowhere  else 
to  go 

The  presidential  office  is  the  loneliest  there  is.  ItL 
responsibilities  are  trenendous,  and  this  was  especially 
true  at  a  tine  when  the  nation  was  fighting  for  its  life. 
During  that  great  period  of  auolcsence,  the  loneliness  was 
appalling.      Under  its  weight  Lincoln  v;ent  to  his  knees, 
first  fron  necessity,  and  then  as  a  habit  which  r enained 
with  hin  for  the  rest  of  his  life.      This  nan  who  wallced 
the  floor  a-ll  night  lohg,  of  the  V/liite  House,  with  the  fate 
of  the  nation  on  his  nind;  this  nan  whose  heart  v/as  so  ten- 
der that  the  sight  of  a  bird  fallen  fron  its  nest  wo>ild 
keep  hin  awake  for  ,  jurs;  this  nan  who  had  tine  to  think  of 
the  white  faces  of  uoya  turned  toward  the  noonlight  on  gray 
battlefields;  this  nan  in  the  hours  of  mental  struggle 
sinply  turned  and  talked  to  God.      Always  there  scened  to  be 
p.  response,  and  v/hat  wa,s  once  a  sinple  faith  becane  a  great 
creei. 

It  is  in  this  way  that  people  learn  if  there  is  any- 
thing in  religion,  and  the  church  teaches  us  this.  Sonc- 
tines  we  reject  things  because  we  are  not  ready  for  then.  It 
takes  a  long  tiue  to  understand  all  the  teachings  of  the 
Christian  Church,  but  we  ought  not  to  treat  these  things 
lightly.      Lincoln  thought  these  things  out  for  hii-iself 
ujjLtil  he  reached  a  great  Spiritual  interpretation  of  life. 
That  is  why  you  love  hin.  \7e  adnire  Washington,  but  we  love 
Lincoln.      Washington  wa,s  further  av/ay  .  If  I  nay  use 
the  jargon  of  your  psychology  cl^^Si^es,  I  night  se.y  that  he 
was  an  extrovert,  -  unenotional,  cold.     Lincoln  v/as  rn 
introvert,  -  full  of  enotijn,  a  poet  a  nan  of  pathoa  and 
understanding. 

In  looking  over  the  diary  of  l,7a,shington,  I  cane  across  h" 
notation  in  regard  to  Valley  Forge.  It  read,  "I  cinteoplatcd 
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the  situation  of  the  .Uneric  n  amy  at  this  tiue."    It  is  as 
cold  as  the  winter's  nicht.  absolutely  lackinc  in  cnoti!n 
ffonvare  this  with  the  w.rds  of  Lincoln  at  Gettvsburr  w* 

^o^^l^o^J'^'^rr'  tenperauenl!'^Siircoul 
never  enmncipate  hi...self  froii  a  reraenbrance  of  the  suffering 

rrnin  t""'-  ^i  "^^^^         ^^^"^  people.  -  the  i.eubers  ol  th^s  ^ 
Graduatinc  Class,  to  think  about  these  things,  an/the 
.:ower  of  relicious  confidence  and  assurance. 

I  heard  Lord  Charnwood,  whose  Life  of  Lincoln  ciid  so 
stv  in^S'^^'t^'  a  better  interpretation  of  this  great  man, 
itLi?.  ^^'^^^^       London,  that  the  style  of 

t'e  stvl^n?  V  """^^^  inauGural  addresses  .was 

tue  style  of  English  speech  when  the  prayer  book  of  our 

B^nc'eritT  ^^^^^^  ^-^^"cf  ?he  sane 

Now  the  boy  who  could  not  be  happy  until  the  old 
Preacher  in  Kentucky  had  preached  over  his  nother ' s  bodv 
had  a  oystxcisn  that  softSned  all  that  was  hard  to  hin  ^and 
It  IS  figuratively  said  that  his  heart  can  be  heard  all 
around  the  world.        His  heart  was  still  growinf  when  he 
trag;dy  ^"'"'^^'"^  ''^^  ^^'^^^  ^  cSLIot  of 

Think  deeply  about  this,  my  younr  friends    rnd  wi  tv, 
your  own  hearts  keep  your  intSlLtl^l  integrltj?  but  ^ 
remember  the  text  of  Lmhcoln,  which  I  shalfqu^t;  arain- 
"Thou  Shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  the v  hear?  ;r,H 
with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  strength    and  Sf^A 
thy  mind,  and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself."^ 

mind  ^r'^t'^lll^^^''  f^^^*  ^nd  later  the 

ll  13  someth^nf ^  ^'^t^'         ^  fellowship  with  G^d. 
hear?  ^""^  ^^^^^  ^  P^^^e  i^i  your 

consecrated  *  ^^^J^l.e^ow  up    fueling  that  your  Uves  are 
consecratea.        Life  is  religijn.  Ve  want  reli-iu^  thPt 
tirtwo!  «'-t       religion?*  I'a'Unil  of 

*^  jji  ^ 

t-raauatun  .lacxees  by  iiev.  Frank  Aydelotte — Prasiriont 
ScSs!  S--*^—  CoLlcHnAuarGraluatlon 

interests  J'^^^'^i"  superficial  way  it  my  i,e  said  that  your 
interests  in  Swarthnore  are  opposite  to  nine       Yen  n-rl 
supposed  to  have  cone  to  S«a?thnoro  for  Sat  you  could  ret 
educational  values  fron  the  Conege?  whilf  I 
I  ms  ?Sfurh*t\,Y%'*=^"  ^^"""Cht  here  for  fl!;  Ske'of 
auSLfi^fi  ""^-^^  *°  23.ve.  But  that  view  is  only 

yTllTaiitoTtrZ\^T^  fr"^  what 
.uti.^  ?rtSrS?:"o\-?hf  j^lJ--  ?L%L%-tL^f  our"^ni;r- 
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